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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR I896.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for I896 became due on
January Ist; and notice is hereby given, in accordance
with By-law 5, that Branch Secretaries' subscription ac-
counts close on October 31st, and all unpaid subscriptions
must be forwarded after that date to the General Secretary,
429, Strand, London. Post-office orders should be made
payable to the General Post Office, London.
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CLINICAL PATHOLOGY:
THE JUBILEE MEETING OF THE PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

OF LONDON.
THE jubilee of the Pathological Society of London, cele-
brated on Tuesday, October 20th, was an event of consider-
able historical interest. It drew together a very large num-
ber of representative members of the profession both from
London and from the provinces who had an opportunity of
hearing an interesting and suggestive address from the
President, Mr. H. T. Butlin, which is printed in full at
page 1221.
The Society was founded at a time when the serious

scientific study of pathology was only beginning. Its jubilee
coincides with an epoch in that study when larger generali-
sations are being ventured and when the detailed observa-
tions of half a century are being correlated and systematised.
The main object of its founders was, to quote the words of

the introductory address of its first President, Dr. C. J. B.
Williams, "by making this Society a medium of exhibition
of morbid specimens, and, by our meeting here to examine
and discuss them," to "create a school of morbid anatomy."''
As means to this end the examination of specimens involving
questions of peculiar difficulty by a special committee and
the preservation of a permanent record of all the more
important specimens in the Transactions were among the
objects with which the Society set out.
Mr. Butlin was fully justified in claiming for the

Society that it had fulfilled the aims of its founders, that it
had been an educational agency of the highest value, and
that in its Transactions it had made a solid contribution to
the advance of pathology, an advance which has reacted all
the more rapidly on practical medicine and [surgery because
the most active members of the Society have in due time
become active practitioners. It may indeed justly be
claimed for the Society that it has done a splendid work in
bringing under the notice of the profession at large the
steps of the progress which pathology has made during the
last half century and of thus popularising its study.
The position of the Society, however, as the President did

not hesitate to point out, is not what it was; its popularity
has declined, its meetings are far less well attended,. it has
Slipped into a back water, or is as one of those towns which
has found its harbour silted up, and has seen the great stream
of commerce sweep by it to other ports. Mr. Butlin did well
IMemoirs of Life and Work, by Charles J. B. Williams, M.D., F.R.S.,

London, 1884, P. 219.

to take advantage of the occasion to discuss the situation and
to suggest remedial measures. It would be absurd to say
that morbid anatomy is worked out, but "the stream of
tendency " sets in another direction. If the matter were one
merely of the greater or less popularity of a society, it might
be passed with an expression of natural regret that the change
of the old order giving place to new involved the decline of
an organisation which had done excellent work in the past.
But it is really symptomatic of a far-reaching danger, which
was well indicated by Mr. Butlin. The intimate connection
between the study of pathology and the practice of medicine
and surgery, which it wW_the object of the founders of the
Society to maintain, threatens to become weaker as the
methods of pathology become more complex and its students
more specialised. We need an intermediate class of workers
acquainted with the work of the laboratory, and in regular
attendance in the wards. We need also places for them to
work in. We need, in fact, a whole organisation for clinical
pathology; a system by which new methods of research
should become early available for better diagnosis and more

rational treatment.
In Germany, in France, in Austria-Hungary, in many

centres in Italy, and in some in America, such an organisa-
tion already exists. Attached to the hospitals are clinical
laboratories under a special director, an officer of senior rank
who conducts researches in connection with cases in the
wards. By virtue of special training and experience, of
leisure and special appliances, he has the means of conduct-
ing such inquiries with accuracy and thoroughness. If he is
a man of the right stamp he attracts to be his assistants or co-
workers all those men who, after the completion of the curri-
culum, have the leisure and the inclination for laborious
scientific investigations. The benefit to the physician or
surgeon and to his patients is obvions. If any case occur in
the hospital which calls for careful and prolonged analysis of
fluids or special microscopical study the specimen is sent to
the Clinical Laboratory, where it is examined by the Director
or under his supervision. Thus gastric contents in cases of
dyspepsia are thoroughly examined, urine in special cases of
difficulty is analysed fully, the chemical and microscopical
composition of pathological fluids of doubtful nature is deter-
mined. On all such points, and many others of a like kind
which will occur to everybody, the physician or surgeon has
the advantage of a full report, and in cases of special difficulty,
of the opinion of an expert in pathology.
The advantages to the pathologist are equally obvious.

He is kept in constant touch with practical work in the
wards, he is supplied with material which is constantly
opening up to him new fields of inquiry and research, and,
as has been said, he has the opportunity of gathering around
him young men who, while assisting thus in the practical
work of the hospital, are training themselves to apply path-
ology to everyday work, and under favourable auspices may
contribute to the bulk of knowledge. Many bright examples
of excellent scientific work done in clinical laboratories
might be quoted. Thus Gley was originally in charge of
such a laboratory at the H6tel-Dieu in Paris, where he
worked especially on the cases under the care of Professor
S6e. Von Noorden found the opportunity to carry on his im-
portant investigations in metabolism in a similar laboratory
in Berlin, drawing his material mainly from the wards of
Professor Gerhardt; so-again with Udranszky in Buda-Pesth.
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No better training could be devised for a young physician
than to study cases in the wards, and to work out their full
significance in a well-appointed laboratory under such
masters as these.
The elements of such a system exist already in this

country, but they require organisation and extension. A
more general recognition of its necessity would be quickly
followed, we make no doubt, by its establishment and by
an interesting coincidence we have the pleasure of recording
this week the opening of a Pathological Institute at Glasgow
connected with the University and with the Western In-
firmary, its clinical hospital. If the outcome of the jubilee
meeting of the Pathological Society should be to give an im-
petus to a movement in favour of the establishment of
clinical laboratories well appointed and under skilled
direction as a necessary part of the equipment of every large
hospital, its President's address may yet turn out to be, not
a swan's song, but the herald of a career of renewed and
extended usefulness.

"LET US NOW PRAISE FAMOUS MEN."
THERE are perhaps few speeches more difficult to make than
the annually recurring Harveian Oration. It is impossible
for the most diligent to discover new facts about Harvey
every year, and there is not enough room for diversity of
opinion about the old to enable the personality of the speaker
to tinge the subject with fresh interest. Dr. Payne has made
the Harveian Oration an oration in praise of Galen, and has
paid a fine compliment to Harvey in thinking that with the
generosity of great men he would have gladly'had it so.
Of all the marvellous qualities of that marvellous thing

which we call life, its power to give life is the most astonish-
ing. This quickening influence is the finest mark of a great
teacher. He trains pupils who have in them the two great
notes of all life, resemblance;'to their parent, or heredity,
coupled with divergence from him, which we call variation.
We judge a sire by his stock, and the real greatness of a
teacher not by the docile resemblance of his scholars to
himself, but by their vigour and activity, by the strength of
the struggle between these two principles which they show.
But in some obedience outweighs criticism, while others
cannot but correct. Of the first Dr. Payne gives a charming
example in the Galenical Academy of Florence; of the latter
we have none better than Harvey himself.
Turning for ,a moment from the individual to the race, what

a wonderful vitality was the Greek. In literature, in sculpture,
probably in painting (for Vasari's story has more in it than
most men know), in thc natural sciences, and in what some
call the unnatural, such as metaphysics, it is their breath
which has given us life. To the civilisation of Athens-so
gay, so clever, and so grand-that of North Italy, and espe-
cially of Florence, is the only rival-a family quarrel after
all, a contest between the mother and the child. Those who
know both towns will recognise even now the strong family
resemblance between the two. But though they have no
other equal, there is not a nation in the West whose best
is not due to the power of the Greeks. We are all their
children.

It is a pity that we doctors know so little of our own his-
tory. We are hoeing our own row so industriously that we
cAnnot spare the time to lift our eyes to where our forefathers

are working in the field behind us. We take from this a
false estimate of our own importance, and confounding know-
ledge with capacity think that their lesser learning proves
them lesser men. Unfortunately this is not so. The share
which each man has in aiding men to understand the world
-a process wholly intellectual which we have dubbed pro-
gress-depends almost entirely on the material he has before
him, and the instruments he has to work with. When these
are valued duly, as Dr. Payne is well qualified to do, we find
that our fathers were to the full as good, as we. In sciences
which still use the same instruments, metaphysics and
theology, the conclusions of past ages are still our own, and
where we can measure, as we can in these subjects, their
work and ours together, they at least do not suffer by com-
parison.

Dr. Payne opportunely reminds us that industry is not all.
The greatest gift of all, because the rarest, the quality that
Darwin, we like to remember, placed the highest, is imagi-
nation. The difference between men is in "the spark that
disturbs our clod." This binds together all great men, and
joins art and science hand in hand. The collector is invalu-
able, but his facts must wait till the arranger comes along;
and like other great men the arranger usually has a hard
time. Opposition is his portion, and dispute his daily toil.
Well, we do not pity him on that account. Fighting is, after
beauty, the greatest joy of youth; after knowledge, the
greatest joy of age. We, the officers of peace, are unjustly
defrauded of our bodily rights; but contr9versy is left us
still, and adds much pleasant flavour to life. While we may
hate a faint fighter, let us observe the rules of the game;
let us take off our hats and give the grand salute, but being
in, let us do ourselves and our foe justice. Hard hitting
and straight hitting does us all good, and makes no bad
blood save where blood was bad before. In this, as in other
respects, Dr. Payne holds up Galen as a pattern. In this, as
in other respects, we will endeavour to follow our leader, and
if we be wrong in so doing we will lay the blame on the
shoulders of the Harveian orator of i896.

AN ORIENTAL PLAGUE IN DUBLIN.
WHEN for some petty misdemeanour a sentence of imprison-
ment for a few weeks or months is passed on the culprit, if
this imprisonment be the limit of the punishment implied
by the sentence, and if the term of imprisonment be in due
proportion to the magnitude and circumstanoes of the crime,
we probably regard the sentence as just. But if the incar-
ceration involve special risk from disease, special risk to,
health and special risk to life; in other words, if the punish-
ment is to be carried out in a notoriously unhealthy, disease-
infected prison, although the sentence of the judge may have
been technically legal, morally and practically it is highly
unjust, and may, in fact, amount to judicial murder.
And if under such circumstances the depriving, of a

criminal of his liberty may be said to imply gross, not to
say criminal, cruelty on the part of those who condemn and.
imprison him, what are we to say of the authorities who,
after repeated warning and proof of the extreme unhealthi-
ness of some asylum, still persist in crowding into it-in
overcrowding into it-helpless, afflicted, non-criminal, per-
haps harmless lunatics ?
These reflections are called forth by what transpired at a
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coroner's inquest held last week in the Richmond Lunatic
Asylum, Dublin, on the body of a lunatic who died there on
October ith from beri-beri. It would appear that the num-
ber of patients in the asylum at present suffering from that
disease-beri-beri-is 73, the enormous total being made up
as follows: Females 38, males 30, nurses (a new feature) 5.
From time to time we have chronicled the leading facts of

the two epidemics of beri-beri which have recently occurred
in this institution, that of I894 and that still in progress. We
have carefully perused Dr. Conolly Norman's exceedingly
lucid report on the I894 epidemic-a report manifestly care-
fully prepared, and calculated to impress on those to whom it
was addressed the gravity of the situation; we have noted
the very sensible and practical recommendations he therein
makes with a view of bringing about healthier conditions in
the overgrown establishment under his care; we have noted
that excessive mortality from phthisis and preventable epi-
demic and endemic diseases such as dysentery and this beri-
beri, is a feature of the institution; we have noted also that
Dr. Conolly Norman's recommendations have to all intents
and purposes been shelved, and now we wish to know the
reason.
The epidemic of beri-beri in 1894 attacked, Dr. Norman re-

ports, 174 patients, of whom 25 died; how many were per-
manently disabled by it he does not state. In the same
report he pointedly calls attention to " the enormous number
of cases of consumption which occur" in the asylum, and
he speaks of dysentery as being " distinctive to some degree
of this institution," and as a " scourge " to it fora number of
years-6o patients(24 deaths)having suffered from this disease
in I894 alone. For years, we gather from his report, Dr. Norman
has pleaded for relief to the overcrowding in the asylum; for
years he has pointed out the evil effects and the dangers; for
years he has been recording and calling attention to the
deaths it is causing, and yet, after all his efforts, after all
this insistence, this is what we read:-The Coroner: As the
buildings stand at present, what is their nominal capacity of
accommodation, proper regard being had to hygienic condi-
tions, exclusive of temporary buildingsP-Dr. Conolly Nor-
man: One thousand. -The Coroner: What is the number of
patients?-Dr. Conolly Norman: Seventeen hundred.-The
Coroner: So that you have to accommodate about seven when
you should only accommodate four ?-Dr. Conolly Norman:
Yes.-Further comment is superfluous. We would only ask
who is responsible-for certainly some one or some body is
responsible-for all this preventable disease, and all these
deaths in the Richmond Asylum, Dublin.

AT a meeting of the G-rand Council of the Primrose League,
held last week at the offices in Westminster, Sir F. D. Dixon-
Hartland, M.P., in the chair, it was resolved that the Prim-
rose League should commemorate the sixtieth year of Her
Majesty's reign by raising a substantial sum, to be given to
the Queen Victoria's Jubilee Institute for Nurses.

AMEMORIAL very fittingly conceived and carried out by
some of the friends of the late Professor Huxley will hence-
forward be a mark which English travellers in Switzerland
will strive to attain. On the shores of Sils Lake at Maloja,
in the Engadine-a spot which was to Huxley what Asolo
was to Browning-a huge block of granite has been engraved
with the following inscription: "In memory of Thomas

Henry Huxley, the illustrious English writer and naturalist,
who passed many summers at the Kursaal Hotel, Maloja..
Erected i896."_

ANTIVACCINISTS IN CONFERENCE.
THE first annual conference of the members of the Nationa)
Antivaccination League, which was formed in February last
with the object of securing the entire repeal of the Vaccina-
tion Acts, was held in Nottingham recently. The conference
proceedings were private, but a public meeting was held in
the evening, and was fairly well attended. Mr. Hopwood,
Q.C., Recorder of Liverpool, presided, and was supported by
delegates from London and a number of provincial towns. A
resolution calling for rxnewal of the agitation in view of the
report of the Royal Commission was carried unanimously.

SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF WIDOWS AND
ORPHANS OF MEDICAL MEN.

A QUARTERLY Court of Directors of the Society for the Relief
of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men was held on October
I4th. Mr. Christopher Heath, Vice-President, occupied the
chair. Four new members were elected, and the death of
four reported, and the election of a member was declared
void. There were no applications for grants. The death of a
widow was announced who had had £50 per annum since
I876. A sum of £I,223 was voted to be paid at the next.
Court to the 52 widows, i orphans, and 5 recipients from the
Copeland Fund, subject to the report of the Committee of
Visitors. It was resolved to distribute the estimated surplus.
of income, amounting to £365, as a Christmas present among
the widows and orphans in receipt of grants.

THE MUZZLING ORDER.
THE Public Control Committee of the London County
Council report nearly 250 convictions in London since
July I 7th last for repeated infringements of the
muzzling regulations. They also submit a return,
from which it appears that the total number of dogs
seized by the police in the County of London since the
muzzling regulations came into force on February 17th, up to
October ioth last, was 31,632. Of this number 7,388 were.
claimed at the police stations, and 24,244 were taken to the.
Dogs' Home. The number of animals claimed by their owners
at the Dogs' Home is i, I9I, and the number destroyed or dis-
posed of 23,053. In the same period there have been 83 cases,
of rabies, which have occurred as follows: During the four
weeks ended March i4th, 27; a similar period to April iith,
ii; to May gth, Io; to June 6tlh, 12; to July 4th, IO; to.
August ist, 8; to August 29th, 2; to September 26th, i; and
during the fortnight ended October ioth 2 cases have beem
under investigation.

PURE MILK AND CONDENSED MILK.
THE awakening of a community to the sense of its own blind
folly is always a slow matter, and the more deeply rooted
and widespread the evil the slower is the process. There is.
much stretching of limbs and rubbing of eyes, with many
relapses into somnolence, before the full dawn of an un-
pleasant truth. Still there cant be no doubt that the recent
articles in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are gradually
filtering into the unreceptive mind of the English people and
bringing home to it its wellnigh criminal neglect of infant
life and wellbeing. At a recent meeting of the Willesden
District Council Dr. Woodley Stocker called attention to the
fact that the infant mortality in the parish was no less than
28' per cent., and that a large proportion of the deaths was
due to diarrhcea. This he held to be largely due to the use.
of condensed milk by the poor, and he quoted the data given
by us as to its habitual poverty in fat and as to the fatal
results of feeding with it. We are pleased to note that Dr.
Stocker's remarks are favourably reviewed in the local press,
and that the attention of the Middlesex County Council is
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to be called to the matter. Another side of the question
was ably expounded in a popular address recently delivered
by Dr. Niven, Medical Officer of Health for Manchester.
Dr. Niven also laid stress on the causal connection between
impure milk and diarrhcea, but devoted his remarks mainly to
the dangers arising from fresh milk. Many of these were,
he admitted, the fault of the mother who fed her child
with unboiled milk through a long and dirty tube; but this
was not the sole cause, for boiling poisonous milk could not
render it harmless. He then told his audience of the risks
which they and their children ran from consuming the milk
of cows affected with tuberculosis and other infectious dis-
eases. He contrasted with our national carelessness the
precautions taken in Copenhagen. The milk supply of this
city is under the control of a company having 57 farms and
5,024 cows. The hygienic conditions of the dairies are as
near as possible perfect;, the milk is received in ice as soon as
it is drawn, and is filtered through gravel and carefully tested
before being supplied to the consumer. The farmer has no
inducement to send milk from diseased animals, as he is paid
for his usual quantity in any case. A similar rule applies to
the work people. If disease breaks out in their families they
have no object in concealing the fact, for their wages are con-
tinued while they are away from work. Dr. Niven concluded
by expressing his conviction that everyone would agree that
if they could get milk from English dairies protected in this
manner, at a reasonable price-the price in Denmark was
only is. per gallon for the best milk-they wouldbe conferring
a great boon on the community, and he did not see any reason
why it should not be done.

THE CHOLERA INOCULATION QUESTION.
FROM the Indian newspapers the T'imes and the Englishman
for August and September we have reports of a controversy
between Dr. Simpson, Medical Officer of Health for Calcutta,
and Dr. Sanders, as to the efficacy of Haffkine's anticholera
inoculation. This has arisen out of a proposal to extend this
protective inoculation to Calcutta. From time to time there
have been published in these columns statistics of the results
obtained by Haffkine in his work. Dr. Simpson, who has
followed the question most carefully, and has presented care-
fully tabulated statistics of the results, has been very freely
attacked for advising the extension of cholera inoculation.
With this we should have nothing to do were the attack based
upon anything like carefully prepared statistics; we find,
however, that the whole ground for the attack is that a few
errors-and those of comparatively slight importance-have
erept into these statistical tables; such errors as must be
reckoned with in every report where large sets of figures
dealing with different districts are brought together. As for
the rest, so far as it is possible to make out, Dr. Sanders's
objections are founded upon such theories as have been made
to do service for argument and fact in every crusade that has
been carried on against new forms of treatment, and unfor-
tunately also too frequently in advancing imperfectlytried new
methods. In the case of cholera inoculation, as in the case of
the antidiphtherial treatment, the experimental proof was in
the first instance so perfect, the immediate results so
encouraging, and further statistics so convincing, that
anyone who has taken the trouble to go into
these statistics, and has with unbiassed mind considered
the question carefully from these three points of view, has be-
comea convert, whatever may have been his opinionsand senti-
ments at the outset. Two sets of quotations given in the
Englishman of August 4th, I896, are worthy of consideration,
and will no doubt have considerable weight with the Sani-
tary Commissioners of Calcutta in helping them to make up
their minds on this question. Under the Sanitary Commis-
sioners of Assam, Dr. Haffkine, between October, I894, and
July, i895, inoculated between ii,ooo and 12,00o coolies. In
answer to a Government circular, certain of the managers of
the tea estates on which these inoculations were carried out
returned the results obtained amongst their coolies; these

represented 7,507 of the coolies inoculated of the 12,ooo
coolies inoculated out of 29,000 on the estates visited by Dr.
Haffkine. Among the inoculated coolies there were 63 ad-
missions to hospital and 28 deaths from cholera up to the
end of I895, the admissions thus being 8.39 and the death-rate
3.73 per i,ooo. Amongst the 21,443 non-inoculated coolies in
the same gardens, there were 260 admissions and I50 deaths
from cholera, giving an admission-rate of 12.13 and a death-
rate of 7 per I,ooo. In a small set of experiments carried on
by Surgeon-Captain Hare after Dr. Haffkine had left Assam,
I96 out of 355 coolies were inoculated; between October 17th
and November 6th, I895, 4 of the inoculated coolies were
seized with cholera and died; among the non-inoculated
coolies there were 34 cases and 3o deaths during the same
period. These figures give admission- and death-rate among
the inoculated coolies as 20.41 per i,ooo, while among the non-
inoculated the admission-rate was 2I3.84 per i,ooo, and the
death-rate i88.68. These statistics are sufficiently convincing
in themselves, but what to most people will lend them addi-
tional significance is that the managers of the tea estates be-
lieved in them, and by these men statistics are viewed with
as strict an eye to business as are the statistics of an insurance
company. We may be sure, therefore, that had these managers
the slightest doubt of the efficacy of the inoculation, or did they
feel that it in the slightest degree impaired the working
capacity or the health of their coolies, or were they not satis-
fied that they were the gainers as regards the health and life
of the coolies under them, they would now have little to do
with anticholeraic inoculation.

LONDON SCHOOL BOARD AND DEFECTIVE
CHILDREN.

THE presence of an appreciable number of children feebly
gifted mentally but not imbecile is now fully recognised
both by the profession and by the public; such cases exist
in all classes of society, and uncared for they tend to swell
the ranks of the failures, the unemployed, and delinquents.
A Committee of the British Medical Association conducted a
scientific inquiry among IOO,ooo children seen in public ele-
mentary and Poor-law schools, and have issued a full report'
classifying the children and enumerating the groups of cases
described as below normal in physical and mental power,
showing how they may be described and reported on, together
with recommendations as to their care and the provision
necessary for them. Evidence on the subject was given
from that inquiry by Dr. Francis Warner before the Royal
Commission on the Blind, etc., the Committee on Poor-law
Schools and the existing Departmental Committee on Re-
formatory Schools; the presence of this class of children
was recognised as well as the responsibility of making due
provision. The London School Board are fully aware of the
difficulties of dealing with these children; the practical diffi-
culties arise in making exact diagnosis as to the children
who should be admitted to their classes of special instruc-
tion, which are intended for "pupils not capable of profiting
by the instruction given in the ordinary classes." This duty
of reporting obviously needs skilled advice. On the one
hand, children who are only backward, exhausted, neglected,
should not be removed from the ordinary environ-
ment of the school by the teachers; and, on the other
lhand, cases of organic defect, incapable of profiting by
special training, should not be received in these classes.
Cases of deafness, defect of sight, overwork at
home producing exhaustion need to be discriminated.
The practicability and usefulness of the work undertaken by
the School Board have been demonlstrated; the working
method of selection and classification needs improvement;
while various questions arising as to how to deal with " de-
fective children " under various social circumstances demand
the urgent attention of the Local Government Board, the
Home Office, and the Education Department. It is not
justice to the parent who demands free education for his boy

1 Published at 72, Margaret Street. W.
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simply to tell him that the School Board consider him an un-
educable imbecile, and to dismiss the case as such without
assistance. The School Board is receiving a rapidly increas-
ing demand from the parents' for the education of those
children as well as epileptics; they have now twenty-four
special centres of instruction with I,ooo children in attend-
ance, under the superintendence of Mrs. Burgwin; the
estimated number of these cases for England is about 23,ooo.
Further scientific supervision of such work is needed, and we
think the London School Board would do well to appoint a
medical officer specially acquainted with the subject to report
upon these children individually as to their physical and
mental condition. The labour of such work is too great to
combine with the sanitary supervision of schools. The public
importance of dealing with " feeble-minded children " de-
mands the appointment of a Commission by the Government
to examine the evidence now afforded as to the conditions of
deficient children under various social circumstances; the
means at present available for their educational care, and the
working of methods of education as it affects such children.

THE CASE OF MR. R. B. ANDERSON.
WE have received a further appeal from Major-General
Graham in the name of the Civil Rights Defence Committee
calling attention to the present state of Mr. Anderson's
appeal, and to the correspondence which has recently taken
place on the subject in the Pall Mall Gazette. We have not
space to reprint the letters addressed by Mr. Anderson and
by Lord Stamford upon October ist and ioth to that news-
paper, but we agree entirely that they admirably set out not
only the very strong claim which Mr. Anderson has for
redress, but also the fact that there are reasonable prospects
of success in his pending appeal to the House of Lords. We
hope that neither the profession nor the public will fail to
give Mr. Anderson that continued and practical support
without which he will be unable to carry his very proper
agitation to a successful issue. It is worth while to bear in
mind, as Lord Stamford brings out, that Lord Esher went Eo
far as to declare on the bench that if a judge conducting a
trial should strike a man in the face that would be a judicial
act, and his remark that he doubted if a judge who should
shoot and kill a barrister in court would be liable to proceed-
ings for murder. When the President of the Court of Appeal
puts the law as to the immunity of judges as high as
this, it is not unreasonable to hope that the House of Lords
may agree that he has gone too far, and may feel bound to
place the matter once for all upon a reasonable basis.

NURSES' SALARIES UNDER THE BOARDS OF
GUARDIANS,

WE have for some time been observing the advertisements
issued by the Boards of Guardians for nurses to serve in the
workhouse infirmaries under their control. In one hundred
advertisements from all parts of the country we find that the
salaries for ", nurses "-that isto say for women who are to fill
responsible posts as charge nurses, or in sole charge-range
from £20 to £35, with extras, such as beer money or uniform
allowances; in a few instances no uniform is provided either
in kind or in money. The favourite salary is £25; £20 is the
next figure, and £30 stands third on the list, only one Board
offering £35. We have put the term " nurses " in quotation
marks because it is not synonymous with a trained or certified
nurse, nor is the larger salary offered an indication that the
particular Board intends to have a fully qualified nurse. For
instance, the salary offered at Whitehaven is £30, but the
only certificate required is for midwifery; it is the same at
the Bury Union. Very many of the applicants are only asked
to be "experienced," whatever that may mean; and, indeed,
we should say that it is the minority who are requested
to furnish proof of hospital training. The same criti-
eism may be applied to the sister country, the
Irish advertisements affording evidence of the same

vagueness in describing the qualifications of a " nurse.'
When the age limit is stated, it begins at 21 and ranges to 40
or 45 years, the former limit being the most usual. The
salaries offered to the "assistant nurses" or probationers
range from £io to £22, with in some instances the extras
allowed to the full nurses. We are of opinion that the term
"assistant nurse" is a misnomer; young women, at times
mere girls, are engaged to assist the nurse; they have had no
previous training, and there is no systematic teaching pro-
vided for them, hence they acquire a smattering of more or
less value, and can then apply for the post of " experienced "
nurse. In the case of the probationers it is different; they
enter the infirmary to be trained, and at least the Board are
pledged to give some sort of instruction. In looking through
the advertisements we were much impressed by the length to
which they run-3 inches of small print, 2a inches, iI inch
being the rule; and we have also noticed the frequency with
which these advertisements have been repeated; these long
advertisements are costly things, and we are of opinion that
the money would be better employed in improving the nurse's
salary, and by making her more comfortable, inducing her to
remain in one place.

TREATMENT OF LIGHTNING STROKE.
PROFESSOR OLIVER LODGE writes to the Liverpool Post to warn
the public against the notion that a lightning stroke is neces-
sarily fatal. It stops the vital organs, he says, but it rarely
destroys them. If respiration can be maintained artificially
for a sufficient time, there is a fair chance that the heart will
resume its suspended action, and that the stricken man will
recover. The practical ouitcome of this is never to pronounce
a lightning-struck person dead until the well-known method
of resuscitation from drowning has been practised upon the
apparent corpse for two or three hours. Experience has justi-
fied this teaching both in America and in France, where it
has been strenuously urged and practised by Dr. d'Arsonval.
This is a matter of great importance. Comparatively few
people are killed by lightning in this country, but it seems
probable enough, if we are to believe Professor Lodge, that
the number could be still further reduced if artificial respira-
tion were practised.

THE NURSING OF IMBECILES UNDER THE
ASYLUMS BOARD.

AT the last meeting of the Metropolitan Asylums Board a
recommendation was brought up from the General Purposes
Committee in regard to the nursing of sick patients in the
infirmaries of the imbecile asylums of the Board. It appears
that the Commissioners in Lunacy had said in their report
that " they consider that more care both for the treatment
and prevention of bedsores should be taken in future," and
that they "regret the conclusion at which the Committee
have arrived," namely, not to appoint trained nurses as sug-
gested by the Local Government Board. The whole subject
was then referred to a subcommittee, who have now sent in
their report recommending the appointment of a trained hos-
pital nurse in responsible charge of all female infirmary
patients (both in the infirmary proper and in the supplemental
infirmary wards) at each of the Managers' Asylums; that it
be one of the duties of this officer to teach and train as far as
possible in sick nursing all attendants who may come under'
her supervision in the infirmary: and that in future appoint-
ments of attendants on the female side in the infirmaries of
any of the Board's asylums, preference be given to women.
who have had hospital training. In the same way it was
recommended that on the male side a trained lunatic atten-
dant who has had hospital training (preferably from the
Army Reserve) should be placed in responsible charge of the
nursing of all male infirmary patients at each of the Board's
asylums, and that he also should, so far as possible, train the
attendants under him in sick nursing. In sending these re-
commendations the subcommittee state that the chief defect
at present- in the infirmary nursing is the almost entire

p
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absence of any officers with hospital training, and that in
the nursing of the sick and bedridden infirmary cases such
training is absolutely necessary to ensure thoroughly efficient
nursing, and they also draw attention to the fact that this
necessity has been recognised in all the metropolitan and
most of the provincial union infirmaries, and that trained
hospital nursing has been instituted in lieu of the old un-
trained attendance. The General Purposes Committee, how-
ever, did not see their way to endorse all these recommenda-
tions, and omitted the one urging that in future appointments
of attendants in the infirmaries, preference should be given
to those who have received hospital training. We need not
eay how sad a light all this throws upon the condition of the
patients in the London imbecile asylums. If, at last, as a
concession, one trained nurse to each asylum is to be ap-
pointed, and if, notwithstanding the warning of the Commis-
cioners in Lunacy, preference is not even now to be given to
those with hospital training in the appointment of attendants
in the infirmaries of the asylums, and this in the face of the
statement made by their own subcommittee that the chief
-defect of the present system is the" almost entire absence
of any officers with hospital training," we cannot admit
that all is well in the management of these great imbecile in-
firmaries.

HOSPITAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.
'THE originators of this organisation have now, we believe,
practically determined the lines upon which the movement
shall proceed, and have drawn up a provisional set of rules.
It is not intended to confine membership of the Association
to medical men, as it is considered that its objects will be
best served by an interchange of ideas between doctors and
laymen who have made a special study of the ethics of
charity. It is the intention of the Hospital Reform Associa-
tion to deal with the abuse that exists in the out-patient
;and casualty departments of hospitals, both metropolitan
and provincial. The methods which are proposed to this
-end are the following: i. To call public attention to the
abuses which exist (a) by circulating papers and pamphlets,
(b) by ventilating the subject in the columns of the lay press.
2. To make representations both to the managers of hos-
pitals and to the members of hospital staffs. 3. To appeal to
the Committees of the Hospital Sunday and Saturday Funds,
and to institute proper inquiries into the out-patient system.
The Association will endeavour to promote the formation of
a central hospital board, not only for London, but for such
other large towns where such an organisation would be likely
to be productive of good results. The subscription to the
Association is fixed at 5s. per annum, but it is hoped that
there may be some who may be disposed to help in this
work by donations of a larger sum. The Chairman is Dr. J.
'Ward Cousins, and the Honorary Secretary, Mr. T. Garrett
Iorder, io, Windsor Place, Cardiff.

WVIEDICAL REPRESENTATION ON HOSPITAL BOARDS.
IN the course of the correspondence between the Agent-
General of South Australia and the Treasurer of that Colony,
laid upon the table of the House of Assembly last month,
some extracts from which are published at p. 1542, an
opinion is attributed to Dr. Perry, the Medical Superinten-
dent of Guy's Hospital, to which it appears to be a matter of
duty to call attention. He is reported to have expressed
himself to the Agent-General as strongly opposed to any of
the honorary medical and surgical staff having a seat on the
Board of Management. Even as an expression of individual
opinion we cannot help thinking that the moment was
chosen unfortunately, since the circumstances gave the
opinion, and necessarily gave it, an aspect of authority as a
statement of current medical opinion in England on this
point. We believe that Dr. Perry is, on the contrary, almost
alone in entertaining this view. When, however, we go on to
read that "where it "-the representation of the medical
staff of a hospital on its Board of Management- -has been

tried it has always led to friction and trouble," we en'counter
a statement which is historically inaccurate. Dr. Perry, on this
point, has either been misinformed or misreported. In the
great major.ity of the hospitals in England, both in London
and in the provinces, the system exists and has worked well
for the benefit of the hospital management and the hospital
finances, and the welfare of the patients. As a matter of fact
it is the opposite system which has been the commonest
cause of friction and trouble, and that difficulties have not
more often arisen under it is only a fresh proof of the way in
which in this country bad systems are made to work well.
If we may accept as accurate the view of Dr. Perry's opinions
and action in this unhappy controversy to be gathered from
the Agent-General's correspondence, it is impossible not to
feel that Dr. Perry has been placed in a rather unfortunate
position, owing doubtless to the fact that when he gave the
advice attributed tohim he was imperfectly acquainted with
the nature of the controversy, with the character and extent
of the principles involved, and the serious nature of the con-
sequences to the medical profession in South Australia and
to the Medical Faculty of Adelaide University which were
likely to ensue.

THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY.
THE Pharmaceutical Journal for October ioth contains an in-
teresting illustrated article on" The Pharmaceutical Society
and its House." The first definite steps towards founding
the Society were taken at a tea party given at Jacob Bell's
house in Oxford Street on March 20th,I841; and at a meeting
held at the Crown and Anchor on AprilI5th of the same
year, it was formally resolved to constitute a permanent asso-
ciation having for its object the union of the members of
the trade into one body. InI842 the newly-formed Society
took possession of part of the premises at No.I7, Blooms-
bury Square, which house forms part of the present home
of the Society. With the growing work of the Society it is
not improbable that the spacious premises will at no distant
date require still further extension. Whenthis becomes
necessary the Society, being the owners of No.I 5, Bloomsbury
Square, will have no difficulty in enlarging their borders. In
the early days of the Society the staff consisted of a secre-
tary only, but with the additional work brought about by the
Act ofI852, it was found necessary at that date to appoint a
regular office staff. Mr. G. W. Smith, the first Registrar
and Secretary, held office untilI857, when he was succeeded
by Mr. Elias Bremridge, who continued in office until I884,
when the present Registrar and Secretary, Mr. Richard Brem-
bridge, was appointed. The Library has grown up from a
very small beginning. For some years it was not found
necessary to appoint a librarian, and Mr. Redwood fulfilled
the double duties of Curator of the Museum and Librarian.
The present Librarian, Mr. J. W. Knapman, was appointed
inI866 upon the resignation of Mr. Sharp. The article con-
tains several illustrations of the different rooms and
museums of the Society, and also portraits of Mr. Brembridge,
Mr. Holmes, and Mr. Knapman.

THE EARLIEST HUMAN OVUM.
AT the recent meeting of the Naturforscherversammlung at
Frankfort-on-Main, Professor Leopold exhibited micro-
scopic sections of the youngest human ovum ever
detected. The uterus of a woman, aged 30, was removed for
cancer of the cervix. The interior was carefully examined.
An undoubted,ovum as big as a lentil was seen, making a
prominence on the surface of the uterine mucous membrane,
which was hypertrophied in its neighbourhood. The peri-
phery of the ovum was bounded by a deep groove devoid of
muoous membrane. After careful inquiries it was concluded
that the ovum had reached the eighth day after conception.
Great pains were taken when accurate drawings had been made
of the undisturbed ovum to procure successful sections. The
highest expectations were fulfilled. The arrangement of the
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villi, and the opening of the arterioles of the endometrium
into the intervillous spaces came out very clearly. A full re-
port of this remarkable case, well illustrated, will, we under-
stand, be published. Dr. Kanthack has added to the museum
of St. Bartholomew's an instructive specimen of a very early
human ovum in its membranes. Histological study of the
human embryo and its envelopes during the first few weeks
of development is much needed. We must not rely too far
on homologous structures in lower mammals where the
anatomy and physiology of the genital tract differ in import-
ant details from the same in our species.

DELAY IN THE TREATMENT OF LUNATICS.
THE evil results of undue delay in dealing with cases of
mental derangement as they arise were very recently
exemplified in the history of the grocer who, meeting with
business troubles and worn out by the struggle to retrieve
his falling fortunes, at last wandered away with his two
children and threw them over the Suspension Bridge at Clifton.
Medical advice had been given that he should be placed in
an asylum; but the mistaken though kindly-meant reluct-
ance of his friends to place him under control stood in the
way of that advice being carried out. Then there has just
lately been the case of the peasant farmer at Kilmeady, who
arose in the early morning, armed himself with a heavy
iron bar, made a murderous attack on a woman with that
implement, and then proceeded to hang himself, which he
successfully accomplished, and was presently found dead.
Similar cases are constantly occurring, and it would become
monotonous to record them all.

DIPHTHERIA IN LONDON.
ATTENTION has been called in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
recently to the fact that the mortality from diphtheria has
considerably exceeded the average for the time of year, and
it was further pointed out that the returns showed that
London south of the Thames was suffering to a dispropor-
tionate extent as compared with the rest of the metropolis.
Lewisham and Camberwell have for some weeks past an un-
satisfactory record in the matter of diphtheria prevalence,
and question appears to have been raised as to the advis-
ability of attempting to check the spread of the malady by
-school closure. The recent figures do not show any remark-
able increase, but, on the other hand, there is no conspicuous
abatement in the prevalence of the disease. In connection
with the question of school influence, it must be noted that
a report by Dr. Louis Parkes on diphtheria in Chelsea has
just been published. Dr. Parkes deals with the question of
the possible causes of recent diphtheria prevalence in some
detail, but the figures which he gives in discussing the in
luence of school holidays are particularly noteworthy. Dr.
Parkes endorses the reports of the medical officer of health of
the London County Council to the effect that diphtheria
diminishes considerably in the four or five weeks succeeding
the closing of schools for the summer holidays. Dr. Parkes
suggests that benefit might result, if the school authorities
could see their way to institute periodical medical examina-
tion of school children with a view to preventing the attend-
ance of those whose throats present suspicious signs.
There was a considerable increase last week in the number
of fatal cases of diphtheria registered in London, no fewer
than 66 deaths from this disease being recorded, against 6i,
69, and 52 in the three preceding weeks. This increase was
principally in South London, where diphtheria is much more
fatally prevalent than in any other part of the metropolis;
xfor, of the 66 deaths referred to this disease in London last
'week, no fewer than 36, or more than one half, occurred in
South. London. Of these 36 deaths, io were of persons
belonging to Camberwell, 9 to Lewisham, 4 to Newington,
3 te Bermondsey, and 3 to Lambeth. Of the remaining 30
cases recorded in the rest of London, 6 belonged to Islington,
4 to Eackney, and 3 to Paddington. The 66 fatal cases of

diphtheria registered last week in London included 41 of
children under 5 years of age, and 24 of children and young
persons aged between 5 and 20 years; while only one death
occurred among persons aged upwards of 20 years. The
notifications of diphtheria in London last week showed a
slight decline from those recorded in recent weeks, 294 new
cases being notified, against numbers stieadily increasing
from 277 to 322 in the four preceding weeks. In Camberwell
and Lewisham the epidemic prevalence of the disease shows
no signs of abatement, the new cases notified last week in
Camberwell being 41, against 29, 39, and 4o in the three
preceding weeks; and in Lewisham 22 cases were notified,
or within one of the number in each of the two previous
weeks. In Lambeth and in Poplar there was a marked
decline in the diphtheria notifications last week, while in
St. George-in-the-East there was a considerable increase.
The admissions of diphtheria patients into the Metropolitan
Asylums Hospitals'showed a decline; they were IO5 last week,
against 98 and i I2 in the two preceding weeks, and 794
patients remained under treatment in these hospitals on
Saturday last, October 17th.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND HOSPITAL READERS.
THE authorities of the West Ham Public Library made
arrangements a short time since, by which certain books and
papers withdrawn from circulation, or of which there were
duplicates in the library, were supplied to the inmates of the
Infectious Hospital at Plaistow. A few simple rules were
made, and a framed type-written catalogue, stockbook, and
register were provided. The arrangement, as was to be
anticipated, has been highly appreciated by the patients, and
Mr. A. Cotgreave, the chief librarian, has received from Dr.
John Biernacki, the medical superintendent, a letter in which
he states that the boon will be appreciated by the staff like-
wise, for their life, like that of the patients, is naturally
monotonous. " So far as I am aware," he adds, " the estab-
lishment of a special hospital branch of a public library is a
new departure." The West Ham Library is a highly success-
ful institution, which possesses 4o,ooo volumes, and, is con-
ducted in a very enterprising manner. This new extension
of its work is a fresh proof that the Library Committee and
the librarian are anxious to make the collection of books
under their care useful to all classes of the community.

ALEXANDER THE FIRST AND THE RESTORATION
OF THE DROWNED.

THE Times publishes a copy of an account of the vote by the
Royal Humane Society in i8o6 to the Emperor Alexander of
Russia of the gold medal of the Society for saving the life of
a peasant in Poland. The incident was brought to the notice
of the Society by Mr. James Grange, who had recently been
resident in St. Petersburg. His letter to the Treasurer
states that the occurrence took place between Kovna and
Wilna, in Lithu:ania, on the banks of the little river Wilna.
The Emperor had preceded his attendants, and, perceiving
several persons who appeared to be dragging something out
of the water, instantly alighted and found it to be the body
of a man apparently lifeless. With no assistance but that of
the boors around him, to whom he was only known by his
uniform as an officer of rank, he had him laid on the side of
a bank and, proceeded to assist in taking off the wet clothes
from the apparent corpse and to rub the temples, wrists, etc.
This was continued for a considerable time, but without
effect. The Emperor was then joined by the gentlemen of
his suite, among whom was Dr. Weilly, His Majesty's
head surgeon, who himself afterwards narrated the incident
to Mr. Grange. Their exertions were added to those
of the Emperor, and, on the doctor's attempting to bleed
the patient, His Majesty held and rubbed his arm, and
gave every other assistance in his power. After above
three hours' fruitless attempts to recover him the doctor
declared, to the extreme chagrin of the Emperor,.that lifewas
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quite gone, and that it was useless proceeding any further.
Fatigued as he was with such continued exertion, the
Emperor entreated Dr. Weilly to persevere and to make a

fresh attempt to bleed him. The doctor, although he had not
the slightest hope of success, proceeded to obey the positive
injunctions of the Emperor, and the whole suite made a last
effort to restore life. The Emperor had at length the inex-
pressible satisfaction of seeing the blood make its appearance,
accompanied by a slight groan. The Emperor was much
moved, and exclaimed in French, with tears in his eyes,
" Good God! This is the brightest day of my life." On Dr.
Weilly's seeking something to stop the bleeding the Emperor
instantly tore his own handkerchief in pieces, and with his
own hands bound the poor fellow's arm with it, and remained
with him till he saw him quite recovered and conveyed to a

place where proper care would be taken of him, besides order-
ing him a considerable present of money. On the motion of
Mr. Robert Humphrey Marten, it was resolved unanimously
that the Emperor Alexander be requested to accept the gold
medal of the Society, and that the Marquis Douglas, British
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, be requested to present the
medal to His Imperial Majesty.

SIR WILLIAM MAC CORMAC.
WE are glad to be able to state that Sir William Mac Cormac's
condition has greatly improved during the past week. He
is now altogether on a fair way to recovery from his serious
illness.

CINCHONA CULTIVATION IN INDIA.
THE report on the plantations in Bengal states that the
capital cost of the plantations has long since been paid off,
and that the sole object of the Government is now to secure
for the people of India a cheap remedy for fever without loss.

The whole of last year's crop, amounting to 467,190 lbs. of
bark, has been made over to the quinine factory, with the
exception of small quantities supplied to medical dep6ts or
sold to Government institutions; and I70,000 lbs. has been
bought from various tea companies in Darjeeling. The
factory has produced 9,004 lbs. of quinine sulphate, and
3,124 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge. There has been an increase
of 2,725 lbs. on the issue of quinine sulphate, partly owing to
the demand for pice packets to be sold through the post
office, and partly to the demand in connection witih the Chitral
expedition. The stock of quinine sulphate at the end of the
year was 2,357 lbs., and that of febrifuge 748 lbs. The scheme
for the sale of quinine through the post office department
makes steady progress, and the demand is increasing with
such rapidity that it has been necessary to limit the sales in
Bengal and Assam, and to discontinue the supply to other
provinces. As a further satisfactory result of the operations,
it appears from the Sanitary Commissioner's report that there
is a general correspondence between fever mortality and the
demand for quinine. The severe drought of last year has had
a very damaging effect upon the young seedlings intended for
extending the plantations, but, on the whole, the Lieutenant-
Governor considers the results obtained to be entirely satis-
factory.

A PENNY-WISE POLICY.
WE commented in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of October
17th on the lesson which the Clay Lane urban district coun-
cil have had, owing to the occurrence of repeated cases of
enteric fever a household, in the absence of 'a system of com-
pDulsory notification. But the lesson seems not to have
been learned, as we find that the guardians of the Chester-
field Union have so far failed to convince the Council of the
urgent need for the adoption of the Notification Act of I889.
As usual, it seems to be a matter of cost to the rates. The
idea of small expenditure to save much greater is one which
appears to be incapable of forcing itself upon the minds of
the Council. They complain of the cost of working the Act,
of the need that exists for lowering the half.-<rown fee to

one shilling, and then proceed to pass a resolution of an in-

formal character that pressure be brought to bear on club
doctors and the like to notify free of charge infectious cases

occurring in the 8o per cent. of the population which con-

tract for medical attendance in this manner. The proceed-
ing is unworthy of a public body charged with the safe-
guarding of the public health. A district having four-fifths
of its inhabitants in field clubs and friendly societies, which
include among their benefits the medical attendance of mem-
bers, is just the district which would act wisely in adopting
the Notification Act, and in possessing an attractive infectious
diseases isolation hospital. To assume that the club doctors
are " morally obliged " to notify cases when the Council feel
no " moral obligation" to adopt a measure of vast importance
in the direction of disease prevention, is an assumption
which cannot carry any more weight than is to be attached to
its legal force, which is nil. If Clay Lane be wise, it will no
longer delay the remedy of defects which at present mili-
tate against its preparedness to resist the inroads of in-
fectious sickness. Prevention is not only better, but in the
case of disease prevalence also much cheaper than cure.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS IN IRELAND.
AT the annual meeting of the Royal College of Physicians in

Ireland on October igth, Dr. George F. Duffey was elected
President, as we indicated would probably be the case. Dr.
Wallace Beatty was elected Vice-President, and that gentle-
man along with Drs. Lennon, Gordon, and Flynn Censors.

SANITATION AND SUPERSTITION lN INDIA.
IN a recent number of the Indian Medical Gazette, Professor
Hankin has a lengthy paper on Sporadic Cases of Cholera,
in which he gives a number of instances in illustration of
the mixture of sanitary superstition with insanitary practice
which prevails among the natives of India, leading to the
propagation of virulent epidemics. He tells of a company of
bhistis at Agra who were in the habit of supplying the in-
habitants with the water from sweet wells, most of those in
the town being saline. The sweet wells, however, were at
some distance, and to save their legs the ingenuity of these
water carriers was set to work. They discovered that if
eleven out of a dozen mussacks were three-parts filled with
water from the salt wells, and the twelfth was utilised in
filling up the others from a dirty stagnating well, the taste
of the combined waters differed not greatly from that of the
sweet wells. The water thus prepared was taken into the
town and sold and drank for the pure sweet water. One other
among the number of instances recorded was the following:
A woman was noticed sitting near a standpost with a gurZra
of very muddy water. Asked where she had got the water she
pointed to the standpost, which in some little alarm was ex-

amined. The water was found to be perfectly clear. Pressed
for an explanation, the woman at length stated that thewater
was from the standpost, but that it had been mixed with
mud. It was her duty to fetch water for a family of Hindus
from the sacred Ganges, but, as it was a tiring journey to the
river bank, she had resorted to that little subterfuge to save
time and trouble. So treated, the water was indistinguish-
able from the holy Ganges water, and it was equally digest-
ible. And so, as Professor Hankin observes, the chief diffi-
culty in explaining sporadic cholera is in deciding by which
of many alternative routes it has reached the patient.

THE Home Secretary has, under the Factory and Workshop
Act, I891, certified that in his opinion the process of bottling
agrated water, and the processes incidental thereto, includ-
ing the examining and labelling of the bottles, are dangerous
or injurious to health.
PRESENTATION.-Mr. J. Brown, of New Wandsworth, Divi-

sional Surgeon to the Post Office and Surgeon-Examiner to
the St. John Ambulance Association, has been presented
with an ebony stick with gold head siitably inscribed, by a
class of postmen attending his ambulance courrse,

__r


